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Our Guest-of-Honour, Bishop Dr Robert Solomon, members of the St Francis Board of 

Management, distinguished guests, parents, ladies and gentlemen. 

 

It is my pleasure to share with you how we worked towards actualizing our vision in St. 

Francis through our programmes and activities from May 2009 to May 2010.  Our newly 

crafted vision since 2009, is that St. Francis shall be “A school of choice with a vibrant 

international learning community, rooted in God’s W ord and inspiring lives to be 

the best that they can be.” 

 

 

A) To be a school of choice, we believe that studen ts should be  provided with  

             different educational pathways to help  them excel in their studies.   

  

St. Francis has a unique role in Asia for an alternative-type education that both local and 

foreign students can benefit from. 

 

We are proud to be the only school in Singapore, apart from the Australian International 

School, to provide the Australian Matriculation Programme for our students.  With the 

introduction of Years 9 and 10 of the 

AUSMAT Programme this year, St Francis 

can now boast of its own integrated 

programme which takes students from Year 7 

to Year 12.  About 25% of our student cohort 

is on this programme.  Our AUSMAT results 

for Year 12 are encouraging.  60% of our 

candidates are eligible to further their 

education in Australian universities and 

another 10% eligible for universities in other parts of the world including Singapore.  Our 

focus is to improve the quality of our AUSMAT results so that our students have more 

options to study in good universities around the world. 
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Our educational pathways include the ‘O’ and ‘A’ Level Cambridge and London 

Examinations.  Careful tracking of our students enables the school to do lateral transfers 

from one course to the other depending on their academic performance.  In St. Francis, 

education is not just a one-size-fits-all.  Our desire is to take every student and 

customize certain parts of the education process to enable them to do their best. 

 

We want to congratulate our top students at every level from Secondary One to Pre-

University Two.  They will come up later to receive their academic awards. 

 

For our candidates of the Singapore-

Cambridge GCE ‘O’ Level and the London 

IGCSE Examinations, 65% are eligible to 

apply for junior colleges, polytechnics, 

AUSMAT Years 11 and 12, and other 

private institutions to pursue their pre-

university education. 

 

For our candidates of the Singapore-

Cambridge ‘A’ Level and the London ‘A’ 

Level Examinations, 60% are eligible to further their education in state and private 

universities in the world.  

 

Our best performing subjects are in Mathematics and Science.  The various enrichment 

activities organised by these two (2) departments have created a lot of interest and 

students have come to realise that the learning of Mathematics and Science can be fun 

and creative. 

 

The highlights of activities by the Science 

Department included Science Week, the Rio Tinto 

Bing Science Competition on 21 May 2009 and a tour 

of the Research Facilities at NUS Physics 

Department for Pre-University students on April 

2010.  

The School also took advantage of the many 



 Page 3 of 7 

programmes offered at the Science Centre.  They are the DNA Full Day Workshop for 

Pre-University students on January 2010, the Bodyworks Exhibition, on March 5 this 

year and the Astronomy Partial Eclipse Observation at the Observatory on 15 June 2009  

 

The highlight of activities on the 

Mathematics Department calendar included 

the Australian Mathematics Competition in 

August 2009 organised on a school-wide 

basis for the first time.  The results were 

very encouraging with students winning 

certificates of distinctions and of credit. 

 

The hiring of assistant teachers to provide 

individual or small group tuition has also 

contributed to the remarkable improvement in Science and Mathematics results. 

 

Our forte is in our Mother Tongue Languages of 

Chinese, Malay and Tamil which achieve 100% 

passes every year.  Not to be outdone, our French 

and Japanese Languages also achieve 100% 

passes every year. 

 

Our academic focus is to improve the English 

Language skills of our foreign students who make 

up 80% of our student cohort.  They have a 

relatively low command of the English Language.  

This has, to a certain extent, affected the results of 

the Humanities subjects like History, Geography, 

Literature and Economics.  

 

The English Language Club called itself “Mad About English”.  They invite students to 

learn English the fun way, every Wednesday from 3 to 5 pm.  The response had been 

encouraging 
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B) To be a school of choice, we need educators with  a passion for 

 imparting knowledge to the younger ones, including  the weaker and  

more challenged students.    

  

Our staff members continue to be role models of excellence for our students.  Their 

dedication to the school and the belief to always go the extra mile for their students have 

become the hallmark of St. Francis. 

 

For this year, I would like to congratulate our teacher, 

Miss Erika Chen, for her artistic talent as a Sand-painter.  

 

Erika was our very own St. Francis student in 2002.  Her 

intellectual ability was recognised very early and she 

received a scholarship from the Methodist Church for her 

studies in St. Francis.  She furthered her studies at the 

National University of Singapore graduating with a 1st 

Class Honours Degree in Quantitative Finance in June 

2008. 

 

After a brief stint at the Deutsche Bank as a Banking and Finance Analyst, she found her 

calling in teaching and returned to St. Francis as a Mathematics and Science teacher. 

 

In St Francis, she discovered her passion in sand-painting.  In November 2009, Erika 

was invited to open the APEC CEO Summit 2009 with her sand- painting.  She also 

composed songs, sang and sand-painted on many occasions, such as at the Singapore 

Service Star Award Ceremony in March 2010, at the SAP Beijing Corporate Meeting 

Opening Art in Beijing, China, and the 2010 Chinese Arts Festival. 

 

I would also like to congratulate Mr Punithan, our Physical Education instructor. He 

wrote, produced and directed the first feature film by St. Francis, entitled “Guard Father”.  

This movie was co-funded by the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports 

(MCYS).  All the actors and actresses were Board members, staff and students of St. 

Francis.  The movie emphasised the important role of the father in the family.  It was 

premiered at the Jubilee Hall, Raffles Hotel, on 21 September 2009.  It will be featured in 
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the Dads for Life Campaign by MCYS.  The campaign is presently on in Singapore and 

there is a Dads For Life Conference on May 18. 

 

Mr Philip Tan, Head of Aesthetics/PE has done the school 

proud as he was the composer and sound designer for the 

tenth Youth Olympics Opening.  He has been invited to be 

the speaker for ASEAN Youth Cultural Forum on 

Technology and the Arts in June 2010 in NUS.  This forum 

will involve 21 top universities in Asean countries. 

 

In addition, we also have teachers who have taken their 

knowledge and expertise beyond the boundaries of the school into the foreign lands.  In 

December 2009, Ms Sarah Chong and Ms Joanna Chua went and conducted lessons in 

several schools in Guangzhou and Chengdu, China.  Ms Sarah Chong also went to 

Hefei in Anhui, China in March 2010 to teach and do some professional sharing with our 

partner school. 

 

The school is indeed full of talented and passionate teachers, committed to teaching and 

learning.  On that note, I would like to congratulate Mrs Iynkaran for her 25 years of 

dedicated service to St. Francis.  Mdm Yan Chai Fong, Head of our St Francis Academy, 

who served 15 years and Mr James Teo, our Chief Operating Officer who have served 

10 years.  They will come up later to receive their long service awards.  

 

C) To be a school of choice, we need to look at the  achievements of our  

             ambassadors – our students.  

Indeed, the talents and accomplishments of 

our students bear testimony to the all-

rounded education provided for by St. 

Francis Methodist School.   

At St. Francis, we believe that education 

takes place in and out of the classroom, and 

in March this year, we saw a group of our 

students venturing beyond the shores of 

Singapore into Korea and China for an 
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overseas immersion and exchange programme.  Our students attended Jeonju Geun 

Yong High School in Korea, as well as Shi Jia Zhuang No 25 School and Hengli High 

School in Beijing, China.  The students from these 3 high schools will attend 2 weeks of 

English Language Camp in St. Francis in July this year. 

 

Our AUSMAT Year 12 students are working on a documentary entitled “Human 

Trafficking”.   This is a joint effort with various associations from Singapore that are 

dealing with this issue. 

 

Our students also showed their sporting talent in Handball when we took the 1st and 2nd 

positions at the Commonwealth Secondary School’s Games Day in March this year. 

 

Individual violinist, Shun Ya of AUSMAT Year 9 , is a 

member of the Singapore National Youth Orchestra.  He 

has performed at various concerts like the SNYO Youth 

SinFonia Chamber Music Concert in September 2009 at 

the Esplanade, A Musical Landscape in March 2010 at the 

Victoria Concert Hall and Of Myths and Folklore at the 

Esplanade in March 2010. 

 

Talented vocalist Nikolai Kea of AUSMAT Year 10  sang with great confidence and 

stage presence at the MGS Talent Showcase in Aid of 

St Luke’s Hospital. 

 

Our F1 racer, Suriya of AUSMAT Year 11, created 

history for Singapore and for St. Francis.  He is o n 

his way to become an international F1 driver.  We 

wish him all the best as he continues to pursue his  

dream.   We await the day when he shall become the 

youngest F1 Racer to represent Singapore! 
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D) To be a school of choice, we believe that the so cial development of our 

students is important.  They must develop a strong social responsibility 

towards the community, country and the world  

 

Our Pastoral Programme “You Can Do it” is well into its second year of implementation.  

This programme provides the anchor to our social and moral development of our 

students.  As a Methodist institution, we continue to nurture men and women of Godly 

Character to contribute to our society.  This is in line with our school vision “to be 

rooted in God’s Word”.   

In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of St. Francis, we have produced a compact disc of 

popular Christian music, originally arranged and sung by friends, staff and alumni.  This 

CD is a gift to all Methodist Churches and Methodist Schools in Singapore, and will be 

distributed from today. 

 

Conclusion 

As St. Francis Methodist School celebrates the 50th Anniversary of its founding, I would 

like to acknowledge the Methodist Church in Singapore, the St. Francis Board of 

Management, Principals, staff and students for laying a strong foundation in the past.  

The book, “A Jubilee of Faith, Hope and Possibilities”, is to pay tribute to them.   I had 

the privilege to meet Mrs Harriet Doraisamy when I called on her on Monday to wish her 

Happy Birthday.  She is 85.  On behalf of the school I wish her good health and may the 

Lord continue to shower His blessings on her 

 

With God’s grace, St Francis has grown into a mature and well-respected institution with 

a reputation for all-round excellence and a caring environment. 

 

We of the present will continue to build on the solid foundation of the past in making St. 

Francis a school of choice in Singapore and the region.  None of this will be possible 

without acknowledging that all good things come from God.  It is God who makes all 

things possible. 

 

To GOD Be The Glory. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Lenie Cho (Mrs ) 


