During the March holidays, a group of selected St. Francis students from the various academic levels
and three teachers embarked on an 11-day exchange programme to South Korea, a country well known
for its kimchi and popular drama series helmed by gorgeous leading actors and actresses and to China,
the rising dragon of Asia.

The first destination of the exchange
programme was to Beijing, China for 5 days.
It was on this part of the journey that our
students learnt to be more appreciative
towards their comfortable studying
environment in St. Francis Methodist School.

Coming from a school where our class sizes
are small, our teachers are student-centered,
and our teaching methods are varied and
innovative, our students had somewhat a
cultural shock when they visited 2 local
schools, where each class had a minimum of
40 students and rote learning is the norm.

Joining their counterparts for immersion
classes, our students were inspired at how
their counterparts thirst for knowledge, hunger
for success and the hardworking attitude they
bring forth towards acquiring an education.

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, aside
from school visits, the itinerary for Beijing was also
filled with plans to visit iconic tourist spots in China
such as the Great Wall of China and the Forbidden
City.
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The second stop of the exchange programme was
to South Korea where prior arrangement was
made to visit a local high school, Jeonju Geonjung
Girls’ High school. Our students and staff were
overwhelmed by the efforts put up by the school to
welcome their arrival.

Our students and teachers had the opportunities to
interact with their fellow counterparts through
interesting class immersion sessions. Strong ties
with staffs and students of Jeonju Geonjung Girls’
High were sealed over games of volleyball.

During their stay in South Korea, a visit was made
to the National Culture Museum where St. Francis
students and teachers were able to understand the
fullness and depth of the Korean cultural history.
They also got the chance to try their hands in
making the traditional Korean delicacies and were
taught the art of traditional tea appreciation.

Other highlights of the stay in South Korea
included visit to the Korean Demilitarized Zone
which is a strip of land running across the Korean
Peninsula that serves as a buffer zone between
North and South Korea; the traditional common
houses and the visit to a factory where the
traditional artform of paper- making could still be
found
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