PEOPLE@ SFMS: IT Manager

The star of this issue is Mr. Rakesh

Fernando, our IT Manager. Graduated with a
bachelor degree of Chemistry from the
prestigious University of Madras, Mr. Rakesh
pursued his postgraduate studies in
Bharathidasan University with a Master's in
Information System and Applications. Aside
from managing the computer facility, Mr.
Rakesh is also the key facilitator for the
computer lessons which SFMS provides to all
the students.

Taken during staff induction session, Mr. Rakesh
(second from the left) surrounded by fellow colleages
from the Corporate Office.
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What do you like to do in your free time?

| cherish the get-together times with the male
teachers over a game of football after official working
hour. Another thing which | like to do during my free
time is to visit Churches with my family.

What is the most adventurous thing you have
ever done?

Being a city dweller that is heavily reliant on public
transport, | tried my hands at walking the entire trail
walk at Singapore Botanic Garden.

When did you start working in SFMS? How do
like working in SFMS?

My first day of work in SFMS was on the 24™ July
2007. | enjoy working in SFMS as all my colleagues
are friendly and the work environment is very
conducive for learning. | appreciate the family-like
atmosphere in the school.

Based on your previous working experiences in
other schools, what makes SFMS different from
the rest of the schools?

From my point of view of a staff, | must say that the
senior management has been very supportive. They
are always open to new suggestions. Mentoring in
their supervisory style, they are always available to
provide hands-on guidance and advice to fellow
colleagues. This provides SFMS staff with safety net.
| am encouraged by the trust that my superiors have
for me and the liberty given to pioneer new IT
initiatives in my area of work.




Exchange Programme with
Chengdu

A global player in the education industry,
St. Francis’s door is always open and
ready to welcome visitors from all over the
world who are interested to experience St.
Francis ‘s unique teaching pedagogy as
well as multiculturalism in Singapore.

For the month of October, St. Francis had
the honour of hosting five students and a
teacher from Chengdu, China. As part of a
one week exchange programme, the 5
students and the accompanying teacher
were attached to the Lower Secondary
level, class 1A. The exchange programme
students had the opportunities to
experience learning and interacting in an
essentially English speaking environment
in St. Francis with the exception of Mother
Tongue classes.

As the saying goes ‘ All work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy’, the exchange
programme group were brought around to
popular tourist attractions such as
Singapore Science Centre and Sentosa to
experience the sights and sounds of
Singapore.

For enquiries concerning exchange
programmes, please contact Daryl Singh
at 67600889 ext. 600 or email to
darylsingh@sfms.edu.sg for more details.

One of the exchange students who was
awarded the certificate of attendance.
Standing with her was our Principal,
Mrs. Lenie Cho

Our exchange programme group from
Chengdu! Taking a group photo on a joy ride at
Sentosa



Himalaya Expedition 2008!

St. Francis will be sending a team to the Himalayan region as part of our student leadership
training programme. With experience gained from the expediton in 2007, the team
accompanied by three teachers has been training regularly since June to build up their
fitness level. Aside from trekking at the Himalayas, the team will be participating in two
community projects. The tasks include sending donated items to an orphanage in Pokharam,
Nepal. In addition, the team will also take part in an on-going project, organized by the
Methodist Mission Society, to construct a water pipeline in a village near Kathmandu in the
hope of to providing clean water to residents.

Snapshots of Himalaya Expedition 2007

How can YOU participate?

Donate clean and useable items such
as clothes, toys, stationeries, books!

Donate love gifts to fund the
construction of the water pipeline!

Offer your prayers to the whole team!




