PEOPLE@ SEFMS: TEACHER

World class facilities aside, the staffs of St.

Francis are undeniably the important elements
in 'turning
possibilities into
realities’ for our
students. With the
start of this issue we
will be featuring one
of our staffs to
highlight the hard
work put in to make
SFMS a success.

The forerunner of
this feature is one of
our teachers,
Madam Teo Peck;
our Division Head

Loving it @ SFMS: Madam Teo
relishes the time spent in
school.

for Mathematics and
AUSTMAT programme. With a vast teaching
experience which spans more than a decade,
Madam Teo first began her teaching career as
a Mathematics teacher in government schools
before she was posted to the headquarters of
the Ministry of Education where she was a
Specialist Writer and subsequently, Media
Services Specialist. Unknown to some, she is
one of the writers who co-authored the current
teaching materials for the Mathematics
curriculum in secondary schools that is widely
used in government schools. Her
achievements in the academic field also
include having developed, and assessed
educational software and internet sites; and
experience in conducting training
workshops/seminars for school teachers.
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Madam Teo shared her thoughts with us on
the following questions:

How do you feel about teaching in St. Francis?
| simply love it!

What was your most memorable experience in

SFMS?

During one of my lessons, one boy ‘Sam’ almost
wanted to beat up another boy but | calmly handled the
situation. ‘Sam’ was so impressed or ‘shocked’ at my
reaction that he no longer builds a wall between him
and I. In the end, this boy became one of my ‘close’
students.

Why do you choose to teach in SFMS?

The students, my colleagues and the autonomy | can
exercise in my area of work continue to be the
motivating factors to teach in SFMS.

What is one thing you enjoy doing in your free
time?

Playing mind games which aid thinking skills and
watching Korean serials.

What is the wackiest thing you have done in your
life?
To do rock climbing at the age of 46.

Any advice or encouragement for our graduating
students?

Your journey in life is just beginning. Above all things
have a passion for learning. Dare to try new things but
remember..... not all things are advantageous, not all
things build (1Cor 10:23 and wisdom, like an
inheritance, is a good thing and benefits those who see
the sun (Eccl 7: 11) so work hard, have fun but also do
remember your Creator in the days of your youth (Eccl
12:21) and cultivate godly wisdom.




Distinctions for GCE’ O’ and ‘A’ Level

SFMS continues to produce top achievers
in the GCE ‘O’ Level and ‘ A’ Level Mother
Tongue Examinations. For the Academic
Year 2008, the results for the respective
levels are as follow:

Level No % of % of
Students| Passes Distinction
Sec 3 13 100% 67%
Sec4 25 92% 50%
PU1 8 100% 57%
PU2 10 86% 63%

Our results remain comparable to
mainstream schools especially in terms of
quality passes. As a gesture to thank the
Chinese Language teachers in particular,
and all other staffs involved for their hard
work and dedication, the 26™ August 2008
was declared an in lieu holiday for all staffs
and students.

QOverseas Student Exchange
Programme

Japanese students (foreground) were treated to the
sight of sound of bustling city of Singapore at Bug is
Junction.

SFMS was privileged to host a group of
Japanese students from Kanoya Central
High School, Kagoshima on a one week
student exchange programme. During the
exchange programme, the Japanese
students were exposed to St. Francis
interactive way of learning and of course,
Singapore’s way of life and food culture!

New Addition to SEFMS Family

Elizabeth J Daniella Pattinama joins
SFMS as Marketing Executi ve

Elizabeth J Daniella Pattinama is
the latest addition to SFMS
marketing team, Corporate Office.
A native Indonesian, she will be
spearheading all the marketing
efforts and ventures in Indonesia
and North Asia region. For any
marketing enquiries regarding the
mentioned regions, please contact
her at 6760-0889 ext.413 or email
to elizabeth@sfms.edu.sq .




Methodist Schools’ Staff Get-
Together 2008: Stewardship in
Schools
The annual
Methodist

Schools’ Staff
Get-Together was
hosted by the
Anglo- Chinese
Junior College on
22" August 2008.
It was a time when
the staff in all the
Methodist Schools

in Singapore
gathered under one roof to catch up and
fellowship with one another.

During the staff dedication service, the
guest of honour Bishop Dr. Robert
Solomon of the Methodist Church, shared
with all in attendance the importance of
good stewardship through a short
exhortation ‘Good and Faithful Stewards’
taken from the scripture of Matthew 25:14-
27. This was followed by a Long Service
Award Presentation to appreciate the
teachers for their dedication. The evening
ended with a teacher’s pledge when all the
staffs were reminded of their purpose and
responsibilities they have in educating the
future generation of Singapore.

The annual Staff Get-Together was an
important event for all staff in SFMS as
everyone turns out in throng to cheer for
Mrs. Lenie Cho, our Principal/ Chief
Executive Officer as she was formally

introduced to all at the staff dedication
service.

The Teacher’s Pledge

We the teachers of the Methodist Schools
in Singapore pledge that we will be true to
our calling and mission to bring out the
best in our pupils.

We will be exemplary in the discharge of
our duties and responsibilities.

We will guide our pupils to be good and
useful citizens. We will continue to learn
and pass on the love of learning to our

pupils.

We will win the trust, support and co-
operation of parents and the community so
as to enable us to achieve our mission.

We will serve with integrity, to the glory of
God.

Delightful smiles from everyone from the Corporate Office.
Left- Right: lan, Elin, Suying, Rakesh,Elizabeth, Cecile,
Mitchel



Triumphant participants of Annual School Sports Day

Band Performance at R.E.D 08

Games time at Racial Harmony Day

On the 29" August 2008, a Meet the
Parents’ Session was held within the
school campus from 4pm-8pm. Parents
and guardians were cordially invited to
meet up with the teachers to understand
the academic progress of their children

Staff Appreciation/Prom Night 2008

Dressing to the nines does not seem to be a tall order for
Mr. James Teo, Mrs. Lenie Cho and Mr. Andrew Ponniah.

‘Glamorous’ and ‘Swoon-looking’ are
some of the adjectives to describe the
staff and students of the graduating
classes who turned up in full force for
this Hollywood glamour themed event.
Held at Grand Plaza Hotel, and
organized by the 11th Student Council
and Mdm. Faiszah, everyone was
treated to glitzy performances of
popular sound tracks and dance
movements put up by the students.



