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PRINCIPAL'S NOTE
Dear Reader,
Welcome to our mid-year issue of our publication,
The Beacon. I put to you this question. What is a
beacon? By definition, a beacon is an intentionally
conspicuous device designed to attract attention
to a specific location. A common example is the
lighthouse, which draws attention to a fixed point
that can be used to navigate around obstacles or
into port.
As such our publication, The Beacon aims to
shed light for all our readers to attract
attention to the good work that our staff and
students are doing here in St Francis Methodist
School. This is especially so as our country is
beginning to stir to life after almost three
years of enforced confinement and restricted
movement.
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Together we have all grown a little wiser. We lived through the harsh challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are now
better prepared.
Though the future looks rather uninspiring, with inflation and prices of groceries and basic necessities going sky-high
and quality of life going southwards, we can only look to be inspired by the Word of God. “… If God is for us, who can
be against us? (Romans 8:31)”
In the short period that the restrictions have been lifted, we have taken part in many interesting activities with more in
the pipeline. During the few days from 17 to 19 May 2022, we had the interesting CoAP Dance Workshop programme
carried out by the Student Development Department and there were also activities carried out by the Science
Department. Before the end of term two, on 25 May 2022, our teachers managed to have a very meaningful catch-up,
session with parents and guardians to help keep them informed of their children’s/wards academic and overall
performance in school. The teachers and staff also refreshed their skills by attending a workshop entitled “Managing
Students with ADHD” on 20 May 2022.
The Student Development Department also took advantage of the post examination period to conduct a meaningful
Character and Values Education (CVE) Workshop for the staff. The highlight of our pre-Mid Year Holiday
programme was our annual Thanksgiving Service which was held on 27 May 2022. At the Thanksgiving Service we
took the opportunity to hand out our prestigious academic and character awards to very deserving St Francians. Long
serving staff members also received their Long Service Awards. We took the time to thank God for His many blessings
and His Grace for all here in St Francis Methodist School. On the same day our Student Council members voted for
their new President and Vice President. The results will be announced soon.
I hope all these activities and programmes will help to excite and inspire all St Francians to take note and aspire to do
as well and more. Take care and God bless everyone.
Wong Lok Oon
Principal
17 June 2022
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TERM HIGHLIGHTS
NEW STUDENTS ORIENTATION
New year, new beginnings! We were excited to welcome our staff and students back to St Francis
Methodist School after the long school holiday.
Orientation sessions for new students were also arranged in batches, adhering to the government's Safe
Management Measures. During the orientation session, our principal, Mr Wong Lok Oon, together with all
the VPs and Director addressed to the new students and their parent/guardian, and also shared with
them what they can look forward to in their learning journey at SFMS.

TRIBUTE TO OUR FOUNDER
Mrs. Harriet T Doraisamy was called home to be with the
Lord on 9 February 2022. With her passing, we have lost an
icon who gave birth to the St Francis Methodist School
(SFMS) we know today. On this day, Monday, 14 February
2022, St Francis Methodist School (SFMS) paid tribute to our
beloved founder.
The journey for SFMS started in 1960 when Mrs. Harriet T
Doraisamy set up the school for a batch of 27 girls. SFMS was
then known as St Francis Girls School. Mrs. Doraisamy the
visionary said, “I sincerely hope that the girls in my school will
not only acquire a sound academic education but will grow
and mature both mentally and spiritually, thus becoming
self-reliant, useful and loyal citizens.”
Mrs. Doraisamy retired in 1995 upon which the school was
renamed St Francis Methodist School and boys were then
accepted as students.
During an interview, Mrs. Doraisamy was quoted as saying,
“Our aim has always been to give the girls a good moral
and academic education. Morning worship, counselling
and quiet time with the teachers have not only brought
the students closer to each other but above all, closer to
God”.

Mrs Harriet T Doraisamy receiving a National Award
from President Wee Kim Wee
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TERM HIGHLIGHTS
FLOWERGRAM FOR VALENTINES DAY
This Valentine's Day was a special one because the Student Council, through the FlowerGram initiative,
was able to raise $696 for the local orphanage, Chen Su Lan Methodist Children’s Home. From 26th to
28th January, the Student Councillors took turns to receive orders and collect money from the
FlowerGram booth in the MPH. Preparations for the wrapping of the flowers, such as the cutting of kraft
papers and plastic films, were done after the orders were taken.
Working with the other Student Councillors was a very rewarding experience for the students and they
learnt a lot through their interactions with the Senior Student Councillors. Despite the tedious tasks, the
Student Councillors had a lot of fun working together. "I really enjoyed the process, and I am looking
forward to future school events where I can continue to contribute as a member of the Student Council",
said Year 9 student, Jenny Low.
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TERM HIGHLIGHTS
FIRST PHYSICAL MORNING ASSEMBLY
The easing of safe-management restrictions
allowed the resumption of many school
activities, and one of these activities is the
morning assembly where St Francians
gathered as a school in the MPH to listen to
devotion and announcements. The first
morning assembly was carried out in the
week of 4th April and due to sizing
restrictions, the assembly was carried out in 3
groups.
The Primary school gathered on Tuesdays, the
EIP/Y7-9 gathered on Thursdays and the Y1012 gathered on Fridays. There was much
excitement in the air due to this new routine
as the students sat with their silent reading
books while waiting for the assembly
programme to start.

EARTH DAY OBSERVANCE
St. Francians celebrated Earth Day 2022 on the 20th of April 2022. Earth Day is annually celebrated in
order to appreciate the Earth better and to encourage all to keep on protecting and conserving the
environment.
To start off the event, the High School students watched an educational video prepared by the
Humanities Department during the morning assembly. From the video, they learned about four doable
ways in order to do good to the environment such as eating more plant-based food, unplugging from
electronic devices, reusing and restyling old clothes, and lastly, engaging in ‘walk, ride, cycle’ initiatives. All
of these acts would help to reduce the carbon footprint emissions.
In line with this year’s theme of “Invest in our Planet” all staff were given different kinds of flower seeds to
grow in their own homes. To inject some element of surprise, the flower species were undisclosed to the
staff. The flower type will only be revealed to them after they have planted the seeds and successfully
grown the plants till the flowers bloom.

Purpose-Driven • Respect • Integrity • Courage • Humility

| Pg 5

TERM HIGHLIGHTS
SPEECH & DRAMA WORKSHOP
The Speech & Drama Enrichment Programme seeks to further hone our primary students’ spoken English
in fun and engaging ways by building their confidence and self-esteem and promote a sense of great
enjoyment of learning the English language in all its forms. Students learn the language through games,
drama and presentations. The Julia Gabriel Centre conducted this programme for 8 sessions for our
primary students.
The Year 1 and 2 students dived into the Speech & Drama programme to learn how to use choral
speaking techniques to dramatise English poetry. The Year 3 and 4 students were exposed to Readers
Theatre. This was an interactive play on teaching the students how to use their narrative and character
voices to stage an English script.
Our primary school seniors from Year 5 and 6 honed their Presentation Skills during these 8 weeks. They
were trained to use verbal and non-verbal cues to present information and to speak to their audience
persuasively.

COAP Dance Workshop
As part of the Primary School Post Examination
Programme, our Upper Primary students attended
a Dance Workshop conducted by our dance
instructor Mr Luqman. Through this programme,
we hope to help students develop their talent and
interest towards performing arts. At the same
time, students can improve on their flexibility,
balance and coordination. The students learn to
express feelings through the Hip Hop movements.

The students did a great job in learning the dance
choreography within the short time frame. They
put up a full Hip Hop performance and did a
concept video shoot with confidence. Even though
it is a first for many of them, they stepped out of
their shyness and enjoyed themselves.
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TERM HIGHLIGHTS
THANKSGIVING SERVICE 2022
Our Thanksgiving Service 2022 was an occasion for all to celebrate the goodness of the Lord, for
His faithfulness in seeing the students through another year in SFMS. Due to the pandemic
regulations we had to adhere to, the event was pre-recorded and screened for students on the
last day of Semester 1, 2022.
Certificates for Academic Excellence, Commendation Awards, Best in Subjects and Best
Progress Awards were handed out to students by the Care Teachers in their respective care
classes. The highlight this year was the school hymn sung by members of the School
Management Team, teachers, and selected students. On Thanksgiving Day, students were
thrilled to see familiar figures singing the school hymn with gusto in the video recorded. The
hymn was recorded at Kuo Chuan Presbyterian Secondary School's recording studio, graciously
assisted by the school’s leaders and staff. We are grateful for KCPSS’ kindness towards our
school.

Have a QUESTION, FEEDBACK or THUMBS-UP for
the school or anyone at school? Tell us at:

bit.ly/HelloSFMS
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Cambridge Primary Checkpoint Results
Our second cohort of Cambridge Primary
Checkpoint is triple that of our first. They sat for
the tests in English as a First Language,
Mathematics
and
Science
with
Cambridge
International. Just as with our first batch, the
strongest showing was in Mathematics.
The Primary Checkpoint tests were graded on a
scale of 0 to 6 with 6 being the best. 20% of all
grades scored by our students were distinctions
(5s or 6s) and one students achieved a perfect
score of 6 for English, Mathematics and Science.
Congratulations to all the students who did well!

GCE 'O' Level Results
Our GCE ‘O’ Level students did us proud by scoring many distinctions for the 2021
Examination. Special shout-out to Zheng Yue, who scored 7 Distinctions!

IGCSE Results
We are proud to
share the fantastic
results of our IGCSE
Scholars
for
Year
2021.
They
have
done
exceptionally
well
and moved on to
Year 11 in St Francis
to pursue the IBDP
and WACE Program!
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ACHIEVEMENTS

IBDP RESULTS
The first cohort of IBDP students turned out a
stellar
performance
in
the
IBDP
2021
examinations (November session).
the school’s
mean score obtained was 38 which was better
than the IB world average of 32.37 points.

PASSES

35PTS &
ABOVE

WACE Results
A shoutout to our Class of 2021 Year 12 students for their wonderful achievement in
their Western Australia Certificate of Education (WACE) exams — with the highest
score of ATAR 90.25 by Cao Shiran!
25% of our WACE Graduates qualified for Entry into Australia's Top 8 Universities
(Score ATAR 80 & above)
60% of our WACE Graduates are eligible to apply for Undergraduate Degree Courses
at Universities around the world.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
IB GRADUATES' UNIVERSITY OFFERS (more to come!)
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SFMS MARKETING VENTURES
#IFOUNDSFMSBUS

Our friendly Business Development & Marketing team ran the #iFoundSFMSBus Campaign
from March 2022 to June 2022. Buses clad in SFMS Advertorial banners strolled the streets of
Singapore catching the eyes of our St Francian Community and potential stakeholders. This
campaign was a successful marketing effort to showcase our school's impeccable IBDP Results.
The campaign was held and tracked on the St Francis Methodist School's Instagram platform.
Participants needed to capture pictures of buses with the SFMS Advertorial banners and share
them on their profile as a post while tagging the school's account & two other followers in order
to qualify to be a winner.
This campaign boosted our social media account's following and garnered many new walk in
registrations to our school. On 30 June 2022, the 3 winners from this publicity campaign were
contacted to come collect their movie gift vouchers and exclusive SFMS merchandise.

AGENT CONFERENCE - THE LUNCH NETWORK
This Networking Session for agents working with St
Francis Methodist school was held on 10 June 2022. While
this was a fun and informative training session for the
agents, our school's senior management, BDM team and
SAS team were able to sit down with the agents and
forge closer bonds.
This event helped both school and agents understand
better on the processes and difficulties faced while
recruiting students on each other's end.
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SUSTAINABILITY AT SFMS
KANGKUNG HARVEST

STUDENTS HARVESTING THE
KANGKUNG

BD & ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR MS HAZEL COLLECTING HER
FRESH PRODUCE

St Francis Methodist School is a big believer on educating students about the importance of
reducing our carbon footprint. Sustainability practiced in a fun and enriching way motivates
the younger generation to cultivate this habit for their future generations.
The Hydroponically grown Kangkung (water spinach) was grown on our school's rooftop. It was
then harvested by the SFMS green club members who are from Year 7 and Year 8 classes. They
started the preparation works weeks in advance to this harvesting, by cleaning the system and
planting seedlings. After 3 weeks of growth, fresh pesticide free Kangkung was ready for
harvesting.
The Green Club members packed and distributed the Kangkung to those who pre-ordered. The
remaining fresh produce was sold to veggie lovers in the school.

ART ON A WOODEN CANVAS
An astounding participation of our student body in the Hort Park
Cookie Project. Colors smeared and creativity unleashed on their
wooden canvases.
Participation certificates had been designed by the Director of
Hort Park. Each participant was personally presented with the
certificated by our SFMS Principal, Mr. Wong.
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CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
GOOD NEWS DAY PRIMARY 2022
Good News Day for the Primary School was held on 22 April 2022, in the WOW Hall. The event was
planned and carried out by Ms. Lena, Ms. Gina and Mr. James (Christian Ministry Staff), with support from
Ms. Eunice and Ms. Linda (Christian Ministry Committee Primary Teachers) as well as all the Primary
School Care Teachers. The theme was “No Greater Love.” We are thankful to God for the sharing of His
Word.
Mr. David Leong was our invited speaker. He engaged our students by performing a trick where he cut out
a cross and the word ‘love’ from a piece of paper with just one cut of the scissors. Through his
presentation, Mr. Leong shared about the incredible love of God and how Jesus died on the cross for our
sins. He encouraged the students that when they believe in Jesus, they will no longer be separated from
God. At the end of the session, he invited the students to pray to receive Christ into their lives.
It was a fun and interesting session as students learnt more about God's love for them. Follow up sessions
were also conducted for students who indicated an interest in knowing more about Jesus.

Hi, we are the Christian Ministry team!
If you would like a listening ear or prayer, you
are welcome to visit us at the
James

Gina

Lena

Student Activity Centre, Level 1.
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Thank you!

-from SFMS Students to SFMS Staff

A video compilation of the care
package distribution was
shared with students to show
how much their words and
actions meant to
the SFMS staff.
SFMS Appreciation Day was a
day whereby students took some
time to show appreciation to
the non-teaching staff in
SFMS.

Upon receiving the personalised
items, the happy faces of the
staff members proved that it
just takes a little bit of
effort to make
someone’s day.
It was heart-warming to see
the effort made with every item
contributed to the care
packages.

SCHOOL CALENDAR

Term 4

Term 3
27 June 2022

12 September 2022

School re-opens for Term 3

School re-opens for Term 4

11 July 2022

13 October 2022

Public Holiday (Hari Raya Haji)

Children's Day Celebration

8 August 2022

14 October 2022

National Day Observance

School Holiday (Children's
Day - Primary Section only)

9 August 2022
Public Holiday (National Day)

10 August 2022
School Holiday (National Day)

24 October 2022
Public Holiday (Deepavali)

18 November 2022 - 31 December 2022
Year-end School Holidays

1 September 2022
Teachers' Day Celebration

2 September 2022
School Holiday (Teachers' Day)

3 - 11 September 2022
Term Break

*School events are subject to change

+65 6760 0889

marketing@sfms.edu.sg

St Francis Methodist School
492 Upper Bukit Timah Road
Singapore 678095

www.sfms.edu.sg
Connect with us!
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